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Give a smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...

Shines with Grace Lutheran Church News
November, 2014

It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk
Who Are You?
I’ve been thinking quite
a bit lately about identity
(for the folks in Bible
study this will not come
as a surprise!).
Think
about how many times
in the last week or month
you have been asked
to describe yourself, or
give a name to all the
intangibles that make you,
you. We get asked this in
vast and various ways all
the time. Who are you?
What do you like to do?
      
do you want to do with
your life?
Where are
you from? Who are you
related to? All of these
questions carry with them
the underlying weight of
“Who are you?” The issue
with questions such as these is that we can’t help but
censor our answers sometimes. Sometimes, the person
asking the question is someone who you simply don’t
want to know that much about you. Sometimes, there
are things that we know so personally about ourselves,
but don’t feel comfortable sharing. Sometimes, you
have to decide if it is appropriate to answer as your
public or private persona. The reality is, none of us
are the same person all the time to every single person
we meet. We present facets of ourselves. We paint
ourselves with shades of grey in order to put our
best foot forward or to hide ourselves from assumed
embarrassment. Somehow, a question like, “Who are
you?” turns into a question that causes you to drag up
all the things about yourself that you don’t want to
share, rather than really triggering us to think about
who we really, truly are, deep down inside.
There are two facets of this question that we
        
created you to be the absolute, complete YOU that
you are. I know, this sounds like some cliché or like
something that we need to say to our teenagers who
     
reminder. We all need to be encouraged, because the
world never stops trying to tamp down the unique
qualities that make each of us individuals. There is no
end to the words that try to tell you what and who you
should be. What you should like, what you should do,
what is respectable for a person of your age/standing/
      " #$% 
be YOU. That’s it. Every unique, quirky quality that
&   '      
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There is no one on this earth that has the same mishmash of qualities, joys, hobbies, and personality traits
                  
unique. Embrace it. Revel in it. Don’t shy away from
    
The second piece of that is directly related. Anytime
   +          
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means that you are loved, forgiven, cared for, protected.
2   3  3       
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ourselves for, falls away under the overwhelming
      0'        '   
  5        
loved that there is nothing in this world that can take
it away from me.”
        & 
you wholeheartedly, unconditionally, all the time. As
we move into the holiday season, where despite the joy
and the lights, there is an overwhelming rise in anxiety
and depression, may this be a reminder to carry in
your heart to get you through the rough patches. Who
 #  &#   # 
are a uniquely created blessing. You are enough. You
are a blessing to all.
Peace it Together,
Pastor Tina
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Budget Notes

$: The group went to Maize Quest
in October. Planning has begun on
fundraising.
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Tom Smith presented the
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proposed budget, and it will be presented at the
   6 &V
=    5 \: The worship services
for Advent were discussed.
=   C  5 \: Recommended
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the recommendation and should be unveiling the
information at the annual meeting.
Oktoberfest:  &    {H]]  =  & 
to apply the money to the needy fund in Pastor's
Discretionary Fund.

Oktoberfest Enjoyed by
All
If you were not able to join in the festivities of
Oktoberfest, you missed a real treat. Music was
provided by the Dockenspeilers band, a full band
        + ~ 
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Sam Laucks is a member and it was a great treat to
              +   
As the band played, several of our couples took to the
   ~   * 
when the crowd joined in for the infamous ‘chicken
 *   6 & 4  
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sausages and beer. As Lutherans, several members
added to the food table with the obligatory covered dish.
Desserts were not in short supply, including favorites

 
chocolate cake
and
peach
cobbler.
Through
this
event,
the
church
was able to
 
{H]]
Thanks to all
who
helped
to make this
a Wunderbar
experience.
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question-and-answer forums. Overall, we will be
 4   {H]]]    
year. The only increase in salaries this year is Pastor
Tina’s tenure increase.

In the Benevolence fund, of note is the line item
 0 F  5 9 &  1  '   
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Mission. Also in the Benevolence fund is a scholarship
fund for those of the congregation who would like to go
    + 9        
In the past, the Scholarship Fund was taken out of the
budget when no one was using it, but the council is
looking to make it a permanent fund.
Another new addition to the Benevolence fund is
that the Pastor’s discretionary fund will be the third
     F     
need. As always, the Food Pantry is not included in the
church budget, as it must be a separate entity. We are
happy to report that the food bank has a very healthy
   &{>]]] &   
generous donors. This is a very good thing, since the
need has been steadily increasing and the cost of food
is also going up.
 8   :      4    {J]]
which is similar to last year. The anticipated major
   7]^>  &         
                     
with the units this past summer, but they are in very
poor condition and will need replacing next year. The
9 :     {;NV7;7>   
of a constant stream of funds to keep our building
in good repair. The air conditioning will be able to
be funded without a loan, but it will take a big bite.
Please consider a weekly contribution to the Building
Fund if you are able.
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available in the month of December. Look for
  5    
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
$  ^V" = C&
Snyder. He is the son of Michelle
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Buckingham. She is the daughter of
B.J. and Kayci Buckingham.

How Do We Slice God’s Pie?
C
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When you have come into
the land that the Lord your
    &      
inheritance to possess, and
    \ 
it, you shall take some of
    
ground, which you harvest
from the land that the Lord
  &   
you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the
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that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to
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the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given
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together with the Levites and the aliens who reside
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the
F    &        
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Six Stewardship Values*
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means to develop a plan for your giving and then
follow through with that plan.”
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‘essential action’ of discipleship.”
F+^7";

: " 0&      &       
  &  3               
+           
&  & 1
C
 7H"^@7
>
8   " 0 9        
 & 6  9  
  + &     *      
What does it mean to be a steward?
It means to acknowledge that all we have has  &         &
                 &  received.’”
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responsibility to care for and manage our selves, our
H
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time, our possessions with humility and respect.
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What is stewardship?
Stewardship is about our money, but that is not will be cheerful in your giving.”
75   V"H@N
all that it is. Stewardship is also about our time, our
bodies, our minds, and our possessions. It is about 2  +  02 + +1 5 GF 
humbly recognizing all that we have are gifts from

Grief Support Ministry

2015 Candidates for
Church Council
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This slate of nominees will be voted on at the
6 &V2 5  = L  
see you there.

Save the Date
The Annual Congregation
meeting is set for
November 9 at 10:00 a.m.
;
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 H";]    + 
is something that is extremely personal and extremely
particular to each person as they experience it, but that
does not keep us from supporting each other through
the process. The group meets simply to talk and be
together, to support each other, and to lift up ways in
which we can help each other process our grief. You
can come and you can talk; you can come and not say
a word. It is up to each and every one of us to decide
how we share, support, and grieve. Particularly,
as we move towards the holidays, the group will be
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If you have any
questions
or
concerns, you
may
contact
Pastor
Tina
or
Keith
=  5     
Our
next
meeting will be
6 &7

Strangers in Kenya
It's been months and months
since an update, and since most
of you have been partnering with
us in this journey for many years,
you can guess what rhythms of life
&   
in July...then the manic moving
of dozens of old Rift Valley
Academy (RVA) families out
of houses...and then the manic
moving of dozens of new RVA
families into their houses for
7]^@7]^>     
of family vacation time mixed
with a lot of preparation time for
our upcoming school year...and
then the new school year began in late August...and
     @@ & +       
year. Ironically, it's taken a few sick days to slow me
down enough to write this email, so HOORAY FOR
'FF6M"
Our family is doing very well, spiritually-relationally--emotionally--and even physically (except
  \    
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normal, so I won’t take this time to go over the same
old, same old. Instead, I want to share a new thing that
you've probably never prayed for when you thought
of the Murphys at RVA—technological infrastructure.
'   \           
techniques, our school moved to one-to-one technology
for our entire high school this year (meaning every
student has a personal laptop computer). With that, we
\       = 
(our digital classroom), and everyone is gradually
implementing more and more technology into our
curriculum. We've been wireless as a campus for about
four years now. This is the good news, but (and there's
always a "but," right?)…the web of technology often is
sticky for everyone. Teachers in the U.S. (or even those
of you in the business world) know that technology
doesn't always work like it should. Our problems here
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start with the electricity,
though. Our electricity
        
  3     
minutes, sometimes for
hours) at least twice a
   M +   
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we're reliant on a Kenyan company for our Internet.
That feed slows down or crashes on at least weekly
basis. If all other elements are functioning, then
sometimes we have normal hardware problems, like
             + 
an understatement.
L &  & \        
"modern" and rely on this technology day in and day
out, in order to prepare our kids for the "real world"
of American, European, or Korean universities and
work forces. We're stuck between a rock and a hard
place, unfortunately, due to our African context. (Or to
keep the World Wide Web analogy going, we can get
ensnared by the web that we ourselves have spun.)
6    "        
technological arms. Pray for the team of four guys
  &       >]]    
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but stable technological infrastructure. Pray for our
        \     
content, skills, and methods for acquiring information
in this new age.
Thanks so much!
Ryan for Heather, Micah,
2  5
85

TOP LEFT: Vacation day at
the Elephant Orphanage
$8G'L" 
day with student and parent
BOTTOM LEFT: Heather
 5  
Ponies at a nearby farm

Skype: africamurphy (free calls!)
Blog: strangersinkenya.blogspot.com/
Book: facebook.com/africamurphy (new)
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Field Address:
Rift Valley Academy
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Kenya, East Africa
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Theology on Tap is now
THE MUG CLUB!
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and older are welcome.
Listen for the location
to be announced closer
to the date. Join us for
a relaxed evening off
conversation, drinks,
and fellowship!

Gift Card Bingo a Huge Success!

Thank you to everyone who took part in
59   
 
  &  {;;^ + 
to all who helped with preparations,
  \ 

Fall Clean-Up Continues
Feedback from our fall clean-up
has indicated that members of the
congregation are willing to help, but just
can't make it on a Saturday morning.
Therefore, we have compiled a list of
5    +  &    
chores that need to be done around the
& 25 \
church. Some of the chores need to be
two positions available:
done monthly, but others need to only
^@  7@ 
be done once until the Spring clean-up. The lists are
found at the copy machine in the lobby and on the
board in the social room. Murphy's Oil Soap,
It’s Teddy Bear Time Again! bulletin
rags, and a bucket can be found in the table room
Teddy bear collection will                +   
     +    + '        
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through the second weekend
 +  +    + 
in
December.
Please not only for all of us, but also for the many visitors
remember that bears should who come through our doors.
be new or gently used, as often
they are given to sick children
in hospitals or the elderly in
nursing homes. Last year,
our bears went to the Ronald
McDonald house in Hershey
to delight all the siblings of ill children being treated at
8 L  =5  
any suggestions you may have this year for where
the bears might be sent. You can contact Anna Mae
 5         +      
generosity in making this outreach project a success.

What’s In the Display case?
The display in November will be a Thanksgiving theme for the season. Here are five strange
facts you may not know about Thanksgiving:
1. Since 1934, The Detroit Lions always play on Thanksgiving.
2. The first TV dinner was Thanksgiving leftovers.
3. There are three towns named Turkey in the United States.
4. The first meal on the moon was packets of roasted turkey.
5. The original Macy’s Day Parade used live animals from the Central Park Zoo.
Taken from: http://www.jewishjournal.com/thebulletinbored/item/twelve_weird_thanksgiving_facts
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How to submit to
the Newsletter

God’s Pie Sunday reipe
' 
  * 8  & 
everyone to enjoy:
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publicize an event you are planning in the church,
tell people about something you or your family
is doing, thank members, celebrate a victory. The
    &     \
is to communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
 \        "
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Ingredients:
:$GLM5G%"
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pinch of salt
> 
 \  
cooled

*If you are comfortable with computers, you may
email Jamie Koons at: jamieleekoons@gmail.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
 '    +
+   ;]]9  
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pumpkin puree
^`7& 
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brown sugar)
^ ^`7  
^`7    
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chocolate)
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    +  \*
     
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission is the
7]       *   \
If you have pictures or graphics that complement your
submission, include them along with directions or
suggestions on their use. Please include your contact
information in every submission so the editor can get in
touch to clarify or fact-check. If you are interested in a
monthly submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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sugar, and salt. Press into prepared pie dish. Do not
press the crust far up the sides of the dish, or the
cookies will end up burning. About halfway up the
 9+  ^]      

It’s
Packing
Time
Again!
8+   6 &^  
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if you are interested. If many volunteers come to help,
we can complete the job in two hours, but any time
you can donate will be greatly appreciated. Because
of the continuing generosity of our congregation,
Thrivent, Emmanuel Lutheran, Bethany U.M., St.
Luke, and the Red Lion Area School District, we will
be able to provide multiple health care products and
paper products, as well as laundry detergent, for every
client at our Thanksgiving distribution. In addition,
our surplus allows us to purchase more perishables
and meat for the food boxes. Jack continues to receive
calls from new people every week, so our client list
   & >7>     +   &

registers for food at every
y distribution, but we can help
p
people when they
call for emergency
food. The blessings
that are coming to
      
are
awesome.
Thanks to all who
help support this
outreach ministry.

7
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to combine. Pour the mixture into pie crust, reserving
^`7  =   &      
6C  
  6  
swirling gently with a knife. Do not swirl too much,
just lightly.
;
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is set. The center will still look wet but will not "jiggle"
too much. Allow to cool completely and serve at room
temperature.
Pie is good up
to four days
covered tightly
and stored in
the refrigerator.
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Happenings in
Our Church
Family
Thank You #1
We are deeply grateful to
Pastor Tina and to all our
        
prayers, cards, calls, visits,
and emails during Tom’s hospitalization and now as
    #  &   &   
seem less so with all the caring and love that you have
shown us. We are truly blessed by all of you!
Thank you, again.
Love, Tom and Barb Taute
Thank You #2
Successful knee surgery and while it will take a
while to get back to normal walking, our prayers were
answered.
Thank You,
Patsy Mummert
Thank You #3
Thank you for all the calls, prayers, cards, emails, and
visits during my recent medical tests and procedures.
Thanks, again,
Wendy Miller

Lutheran
Camping
Highlights
Women’s Craft Retreat at
Nawakwa
 +   6 &
J@V  G     {^>
includes all meals
G  6 &^
      
Over the next several months, The Rev. Robert
L &         5  
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Farm House of Prayer just outside of Elizabethtown on
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or the whole series. The registration fee for each
   {^>8  F 5  
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Remaining dates:
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Thank You #4
 +  & 3F    
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the improvements to the basement Sunday School
*More information on upcoming events can be found
classrooms. They are freshly painted and a door and
F 5  
permanent wall now divide the classrooms.

Christian Classifieds
Couch Donations Needed
One of our Sunday School
rooms needs to be furnished.
We’re looking for couches or
other furniture. If you have,
or know anyone who has extra
furniture that can be donated,
  C    

WellSpan Spiritual Care and Education
Department will present a free program
on the spiritual value of grief and ways
to determine healthy grieving, as well as
coping patterns for the holiday season.
The program will be held at Wellspan York
Hospital in Classroom 10 A/B on Monday,
December 1, at 7:00 p.m.

New Ushers Wanted
We are looking for new people to usher at the
  &       2  

member (male or female) is eligible. Please contact
C&C  7H@^;;     
interested.
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SOMETHING OR A SERVICE OR YOU WOULD
LIKE TO GIVE SOMETHING OR VOLUNTEER
YOUR TALENTS, ADVERTISE!

J

November Celebrations

t.o.g.s. News
 $   & 
a movie and pizza night that
will include our fundraiser
preparation. It will be held on
  6 &VH"]]
 $    
for a relaxing night of movies
and dinner, while also bundling together greeting
       6 &

Book Club News
Try out the newly formed
9 + 5  6 & 7]
The club is currently reading
The Poisonwood Bible, by
Barbara Kingsolver.
The
discussion sheets are under
 9 + 5     
welcome center. If you need a copy of the book, please
 G    
Thursday of each month.

Thanksgiving “Eve” &
Blessing
less n of the Breads
$     6 &
7>  H";]    
gathering for a Thanksgiving
Eve service. It will be a simple
service of prayer and giving
 +     
has blessed us throughout this
year. One special portion of
our worship that evening will
include a “Blessing of the Breads.” You are invited to
bring either your rolls and bread or the ingredients
you will be using to make your own bread, and we will
     3  
   & 3      
family meals together, praying for peace, relaxation,
and gentleness throughout this holiday season.
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Wedding Anniversaries
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10
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm:
Bible Study Galatians

17
9:00 am - : Food
Distribution
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm:
Bible Study Galatians
7:00 pm - : Property
Committee
24
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm:
Bible Study Galatians

9
9:00 am - 9:45 am: Contemporary
Service
10:00 am - 11:00 am: ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE
CONGREGATION
10:00 am - : No Sunday School
10:45 am - 11:45 am: Traditional
Service
6:00 pm - : TOGs Movie/Pizza Night

16
9:00 am - 9:45 am: Contemporary
Service
9:45 am - 10:45 am: Sunday School
10:45 am - 11:45 am: Traditional
Service
1:00 pm - : Yard Sale Sanctuary
Setup

23
9:00 am - 9:45 am: Contemporary
Service
9:45 am - 10:45 am: Sunday School
10:45 am - 11:45 am: Traditional
Service

30
9:00 am - 9:45 am: Contemporary
Service
9:45 am - 10:45 am: Sunday School
10:45 am - 11:45 am: Traditional
Service


3
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm:
Bible Study Galatians

2
9:00 am - 9:45 am: Contemporary
Service
9:45 am - 10:45 am: Sunday School
10:45 am - : Baptism
10:45 am - 11:45 am: Traditional
Service
1:00 pm - : Basement Reserved Private Party
6:30 pm - : Grief Support
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12
6:15 pm - : Spirit Cellar Band
Practice
6:30 pm - : Ringers by Grace
Practice
7:00 pm - : Senior Choir
Practice

5
6:15 pm - : Spirit Cellar Band
Practice
6:30 pm - : Ringers by Grace
Practice
7:00 pm - : Finance
7:00 pm - : Senior Choir
Practice
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6:15 pm - : Spirit Cellar Band
Practice
7:00 pm - : Senior Choir
Practice
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18
19
6:30 pm - : Parish
6:15 pm - : Spirit Cellar Band
Education Committee Practice
6:30 pm - : Ringers by Grace
Practice
7:00 pm - : Senior Choir
Practice

11
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TUES



27
- Thanksgiving Day Office Closed

20
6:30 pm - : Book Club
6:30 pm - : Mission
Discipleship Committee

13
6:30 pm - : Church Council
Meeting

6
6:30 pm - : Music/Worship
Committee
7:00 pm - : Graceful
Women
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28

21

14
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29

22

15

8
10:15 am - : Kinard Funeral
/ Memorial Luncheon

1
8:30 am - 12:00 am: Food
Pantry Packing
12:00 pm - :
Asslarbach/Althoff Wedding

November

